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Ula Mae Life, our 
Executive Director and I 
were talking the other day 
and I realized how much the 
Chamber is involved in the 
Community.  Certainly, the 
Chamber’s mission is to 
work to strengthen the 
business community but 
more often than not, these 
efforts enhance the entire 
c o m m u n i t y  n o t  j u s t 
businesses in the area.  To 
name just a few recent 
examples, the Chamber 
building was used for the 
classes to train the Census 
workers who will be 
collect ing the census 
information for the 2010 
Census. As we all know, the 
Census is critical to the 
allocation of the House of 
Representatives between the 
states and also has an effect 
on Federal monies being sent 
back to the various states.  In 
addition, the Triangle 
Networking Group uses the 
Chamber to meet in the 
mornings on Wednesdays.  
Also, notary classes are held 
at the Chamber’s offices at 
various times through out the 
year.  The Greater Raleigh 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau met at the Chamber 
with the town executives, 
councilmen, and members of 
the chamber board to discuss 
upcoming happenings and 
how the visitors bureau can 
help promote the town. And 

finally, the Wendell Rotary 
Club will be having its 
President’s Meeting and 
Dinner at the Chamber’s 
offices in June.

On another note, over 
the past month we have had 
two Business Afterhours.  I 
always enjoy Business 
Afterhours because I get to 
meet new people and catch up 
with others who I know but 
do not see very often.  Kirk, 
Kirk Howell Cutler and 
Thomas graciously hosted the 
earlier Business Afterhours as 
they do every year.  Also, the 
Triangle Networking Group 
hosted the most recent 
Business Afterhours at the 
Chamber offices.  I recently 
gave a presentation to this 
Group about the Chamber and 
while visiting with them, I 
learned about 15- 20 local 
businesses that are working 
together to strengthen each 
other and be successful. 
Certainly, this group is a great 
example of the Chamber’s 
motto, “Working Together 
Works”.  If you would like to 
learn more about this 
organization, please call the 
Chamber.  Sponsoring a 
Business Afterhours is a great 
way to get your company out 
in front of the business and 
local community.  I would 
encourage our members to 
call Ula Mae to discuss 
h o s t i n g  a  B u s i n e s s 
Afte rhours .  I t  i s  an 

inexpensive way to get the 
word out about your business 
and it is fun!

One additional item I 
would like to report on is the 
Wendell Farmers’ Market.  It 
has been up and running for 
four weeks now and continues 
to grow each week.  We 
continue to add new vendors 
and I understand the vendors 
have been consistently selling 
out their goods. The Farmers’ 
Market Committee is doing a 
great job!  They tell me that 
we can use some more 
volunteers for setup and take 
down.  I know the expanded 
Ambassadors group of the 
Chamber  is  providing 
volunteers, but we can always 
use more help especially as 
t h e  F a r me r s ’  M ar k e t 
continues to grow.  I am really 

pleased to see this project 
take off so strongly and 
believe it supports the idea of 
eating better and supporting 
o u r  l o c a l  f a r m i n g 
community.  In addition, the 
Farmers’ Market brings 
people into the Downtown 
which over time should be 
beneficial to the merchants 
and the Town.  I am hopeful 
that in the near future, the 
Town and the Chamber can 
work together on some other 
initiatives for the betterment 
of the Town’s Central Core.

As always, if anyone 
wants to become more 
involved or has suggestions 
on how we can do a better 
job for our members and the 
community, please do not 
hesitate to call me or Ula 
Mae.

2009 Chamber Contacts
Bruce Lynch———––President —––Rosamund Prop. Consultants

357-9238 
Scott Hicks———–—–President Elect———–Hicks Landscaping

366-0115
Annette Cooke-——––——Treasurer——Watson, Cooke & Jones

934-8452
Ula Mae Life———–Executive Director——Universal Chevrolet

365-6318
Kim McGlyn —Membership Coordinator—–Valentine Fine Art

  365- 3164
Board of Directors

Brigitte Gros———–—White Dove Chapel——–—–—–365-9510

Laurie McVey——–——–Premier Designs———–——–365-4367

Kelley Connolly——Wendell Parks and Recreation——366-2266

Raquel Hickerson ———–— Remax Classic-—–—–——– 218-7366

Charles Edinger——–—Second Chance Solutions—–—–219-5284

Shannon Speller—East Wake Education Foundation——366-5901

Mike Greene——–——–Kioti Tractor——————–—–374-5035

Tona Whitley——————Ridgway Realty—–—–———365-5000


